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always hovering around how he should become more
opulent.

Seenappa was not of a charitable disposition,
despite his affluence. A miserly type, he would never be
inclined to help anyone.    His parsimony and
niggardliness can best be explained by citing an
example of what his wife had experienced once.

One night, Seenappa Naik dreamt that his wife was
giving alms to a beggar. Although the mercy extended
was only in dream, the miser started pestering her often
with the query, 'Lakshmi Bai, did you give food to a
mendicant?'   But, his wife's negative reply was
unconvincing to him and as a result, he chose to eat
less for a few days! One may well imagine the extent of
his greed, if in compensation of what his wife had
proffered in a dream, he should, in reality have eaten
insufficiently for a few days!

While so, an aged Brahmin once came to his shop,
when he was present there.

'! say, I need your help,'said the visitor.

'Have you come to buy or sell things?', asked
Seenappa Naik, without even lifting his head, eyes fixed
on the cash-box.

'No please, I have to perform the upanayanam of my
son. Being too poor, I need succour. You have to lend a
helping hand to me and I have come for that only*.

'Financial help, is it? Please do get out of this place
and don't waste my precious time', bawled out the shop-